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sue are expanded as the blood under high pressure is driven
through them. The organ., thus becoming turgid with blood,
is rendered tense, hard, and erect.

The nerve fibers governing this mechanism are derived from
the pelvic (parasympathetic) nerves. The sympathetic sends
fibers which exert the reverse effect (contraction of the smooth
muscle of the arterioles and in the walls of the blood spaces,
accompanied by relaxation of that surrounding the venous out-
lets) with consequent relaxation of the penis.

The erectile organ of the female corresponding to the penis is
called the clitoris. It is situated above and just outside the en-
trance to the vagina. Erectile tissue is also present beneath the
mucosa of the vagina.

The prostate is a body about the size of a chestnut and some-
what conical in shape. Its base is directed upward and lies in
contact with the lowest part of the bladder. It embraces the
first one and a half inches of the urethra. The ejaculatory
ducts pierce its upper and posterior part (see Fig. 14-9). The
prostate is composed of muscular and glandular tissues. It
secretes a thin fluid into the urethra.

Prostatic enlargement, with consequent interference with the
passage of urine, not uncommonly occurs in men past middle
age. There has been much speculation as to the cause of en-
largement of the prostate, but so far the problem has not been
solved. Some hormonal imbalance is thought to be the fun-
damental cause.

The Processes of Reproduction
Maturation of the sex cells or gametes (sperm and egg cells).
The spermatogenic cells lining the seminiferous tubules un-
dergo maturation as follows. First the chromatin within the
nucleus loses its net-like arrangement and becomes spun into
a long twisted thread, which then breaks up into small sections
(the number varying with the species) called chromosomes
(see Fig. 14-10, and Fig. 2-3, p, 27). Soon fine lines are seen
radiating from the centrioles into the surrounding cytoplasm.